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Brian Glickman <glick@northstarcamp.com>

Important North Star Camp Pre-Camp Information 

Andy Shlensky <Office@northstarcamp.com> Fri, Jun 3, 2022 at 4:47 PM
To: ft@northstarcamp.com

Dear , 

We are so excited about the upcoming summer and the start of our 78th camping season! We have an amazing work
crew getting camp into gear this week, our Village Directors will be arriving on Sunday for a week of leadership training,
and the rest of the staff will be arriving later next week. Then, it’s 10 days of orientation training and before we know it, our
first session campers will be arriving at camp!  

This email contains a lot of information about our recommended pre-camp behaviors for COVID-19, departure day testing
policies and procedures, travel information, at camp policies, and more. Please read all, All, ALL information carefully
and email or call the office at 715-462-3254 with any questions. 

**Health and Safety Information** 
There is no greater responsibility than to be entrusted with other peoples’ children. While the pandemic has been
exhausting for all of us, at camp we will treat that responsibility with the same level of respect that we always have.
Though protocols around you and your family may have been relaxed, we hold ourselves to an incredibly high duty of care
when it comes to the health and safety of your children. We know that doing so comes with some perceived
inconveniences, but those pale in comparison to the potential disruptions to camp that we are working to avoid. We
believe that each of these protocols is in place to provide our campers with the most complete camp experience possible
this summer. 

To start, please do not send your son to camp unless he is 100% healthy. If you are at all doubtful, keep him home a few
days longer. Under no circumstances should he come to camp if he has been exposed to chickenpox, Measles, Whooping
Cough, Swine Flu, COVID-19 or other viruses that are likely to spread while at camp. Please also make sure that your son
has an up to date Pertussis vaccine to help prevent the spread of whooping cough.  

Vaccines 
Per our email last week where we shared updated CDC Booster Guidance for Summer Camps, we will be following the
CDC’s definition of Up-To-Date for guiding pre-camp behaviors and quarantining decisions at camp this summer.  

A camper is considered Up-To-Date if they are fully vaccinated (2 doses of the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine) AND if 5 months
time has lapsed since they received their initial vaccines, they have also received a booster dose. The CDC does not
require Up-To-Date campers to quarantine at camp in the event of an exposure to COVID-19. 

According to guidance we have received, a recent COVID-19 infection or proof of antibodies does NOT take the
place of the booster. There are multiple sub-variants of COVID-19 spreading around the country, and reinfection is
possible. 

Pre-Camp Behaviors 
In order to mitigate the risk of COVID-19 being brought into camp, we will ask all campers to  take additional safety
measures in the week prior to their arrival. Please be very intentional with your camper’s interactions the week leading up
to camp to avoid unnecessary risks and potential exposure to COVID-19.  

Prior to camp, campers who are not up-to-date (i.e. not boosted or not within five months of their second dose)
must: 

Quarantine for 5 days 
Have indoor interactions with only members of their household
Avoid any non-essential travel

Prior to camp, campers who ARE up-to-date (i.e. boosted or within the five months of their second dose) should
take extra precautions to avoid potential exposure to COVID-19 by: 

Avoiding large crowds
Not eating indoors at restaurants

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/stay-up-to-date.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/your-health/quarantine-isolation.html#:~:text=What%20to%20do%20for%20quarantine
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Masking in public places
Limiting indoor interactions outside of the household
Avoiding any non-essential travel

Additionally, campers and staff should self-screen and monitor for any symptoms of COVID-19, conducting a PCR or
antigen test upon suspected exposure or if symptoms are present.  

We reserve the right to send a camper home if we suspect they got COVID-19 by not taking the precautions
outlined here. 

COVID-19 Testing - Departure Day 
All, All, ALL campers will be tested for COVID-19 via an antigen test before they are allowed to get on a bus in Chicago,
Milwaukee, or Madison and upon arrival at the Minneapolis Airport. Campers who are being dropped off at camp will be
tested as well. 

Campers who test positive for COVID-19 will not be allowed to come to camp at that time. If a camper tests positive
at the Chicago bus or while being dropped off at camp, the camper will return home with their parents. If a camper tests
positive upon arrival in Minneapolis, they will need to fly back home or have their parents fly to Minneapolis to pick them
up.  

We highly recommend that any camper who is flying into Minneapolis takes an at-home COVID-19 test the morning of
their flight in order to avoid any situation where a parent has to come and get them in Minneapolis. 

Travel To Camp - 1st Session June 20th & 2nd Session July 17th 
**If you have not submitted your camper’s travel information, please login to CampInTouch and submit it now! For those
flying, please double check and update any flight information as the airlines have regularly been adjusting flight times over
the last few months and it's possible that your camper’s flight times have changed since being booked. ** 

Even more detailed information about travel day will be emailed closer to the beginning of your camper’s session, but here
is the important information to know now: 

For Campers Traveling to Camp via the Chicago/Milwaukee/Madison bus: 
The buses will depart from the Renaissance Chicago North Shore Hotel (933 Skokie Blvd, Northbrook, IL). We have
arranged a Group Room block for $109/night plus taxes at the Renaissance Chicago North Shore Hotel for anyone who
needs a hotel room. You can book at the following links: 
First Session (book by 6/5): North Star Camp June 2022 Family Group Block 
Second Session (book by 7/3): North Star Camp July 2022 Family Group Block 

On departure day, please arrive at the following times per your camper’s grade:

Current 2nd-5th graders: Arrive by 7 AM
Current 6th-7th graders: Arrive by 7:45 AM
Current 8th-9th graders: Arrive by 8:30 AM

**Families who do not arrive on time may be asked to catch up to the buses in Milwaukee and/or Madison. We cannot
hold the buses to wait on families who are late.** 

Milwaukee pickup will take place at the Holt Avenue Park & Ride. 2nd-5th graders should arrive at 8:45 AM for COVID-19
testing, 6th-7th graders should arrive at 9:15 AM, 8th-9th graders should arrive at 9:45 AM. 

Madison pickup will take place at the Highway Cafe in Deforest, WI (formerly known as the Pine Cone Restaurant). 2nd-
5th graders should arrive at 9:45 AM for COVID-19 testing, 6th-7th graders should arrive at 10:15 AM, 8th-9th graders
should arrive at 10:45 AM. 

For Campers Traveling to Camp via flying into or being dropped off at Minneapolis-St. Paul Airport: 
Campers who are flying into Minneapolis-St. Paul International Airport as unaccompanied minors will be met by a North
Star staff member at their gate and brought to our designated meeting area to take their Antigen Test. The meeting area
will be on the Upper Mezzanine on Level 3 in Terminal 1 (pre-security). This area overlooks the airline ticketing counters
and can be accessed via escalator near the check-in counters. Parents who are dropping their camper off at the airport
should meet North Star at this area.  

All campers traveling via bus either from Chicago, Milwaukee, Madison or Minneapolis Airport will be required to
wear a medical grade mask unless they are actively eating or drinking. All campers flying to Minneapolis must
wear a medical grade mask on the plane and at the airport. 

https://northstarwi.campintouch.com/v2/login/login.aspx
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Renaissance+Chicago+North+Shore+Hotel/@42.135255,-87.788477,15z/data=!4m8!3m7!1s0x0:0xb67d651708058716!5m2!4m1!1i2!8m2!3d42.135255!4d-87.788477
https://www.google.com/maps/search/933+Skokie+Blvd,+Northbrook,+IL?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.marriott.com/event-reservations/reservation-link.mi?id=1652200170257&key=GRP&app=resvlink
https://www.marriott.com/event-reservations/reservation-link.mi?id=1652200824347&key=GRP&app=resvlink
https://www.google.com/maps/place/WisDOT+Park+%26+Ride+40-10/@42.9820122,-87.9183746,15z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0x7f9a912774f796be!8m2!3d42.9820122!4d-87.9183746
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Highway+Cafe/@43.1844253,-89.3232439,15z/data=!4m2!3m1!1s0x0:0x3889f48fa223bcff?sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiDybHk15H4AhXIn4QIHQltAwYQ_BJ6BAhfEAU
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For Campers Being Dropped Off at Camp: 
Please arrive between 3 - 3:30 PM on June 20th or July 17th. We will have staff on hand to direct cars and to help
conduct Antigen Testing. 

COVID-19 Testing - At Camp 
We will be conducting two rounds of planned testing during each session:

On Day 3 (Antigen or PCR)
On Day 7 (Antigen)

Besides the planned testing rounds, our amazing health center team will test anyone at any time who may be exhibiting
symptoms of COVID-19.

 
Preparing for the Home Stretch

Life at Camp: Cohorting and Masking 
All in all, camp is likely going to look relatively normal this summer. As is customary, the first few days of camp will be
cabin-based. This allows both for a smooth transition into camp as well as permitting us time to clear our initial gating
protocols. 

Campers should pack 7 face masks in their baggage for camp. Face masks will be required during the initial cohorting
period in all communal spaces. 

Policy for a Confirmed COVID-19 Positive Test or Suspected Exposure At Camp 
Before getting into the protocols themselves, please keep in mind that “quarantine” and “isolation” can still be very fun at
camp, and way more fun than being confined to a room of your house. Quarantine and isolation can include participating
in many activities which remain safe to do in an outside, masked and distanced environment.  

We will follow the most up-to-date CDC protocols when it comes to suspected exposure to confirmed positive cases of
COVID-19. As of today, that means: 
Individuals who are NOT up-to-date must: 

Quarantine for 5 days
Submit to regular testing for 5 days after exposure
Take precautionary measures like wearing a mask around others until day 10

For individuals who are up-to-date, an exposure to COVID-19 does not require a quarantine as long as there are no
symptoms. However, we will track these individuals closely following exposure, which could include additional testing and

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tT_Z7mSoIVk


6/8/22, 11:49 AM North Star Camp for Boys Mail - Important North Star Camp Pre-Camp Information

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/1/?ik=b126426e1a&view=pt&search=all&permmsgid=msg-f%3A1734651815023668701&simpl=msg-f%3A1734651815023668701 4/4

masking if spread is suspected.  

Any individual, regardless of vaccination status, must isolate for 5 days after testing positive for COVID-19. If
symptoms improve and the person is fever free, they may end isolation after 5 days and a negative test, but should
continue to wear a well-fitting mask around others or in public until 10 days have passed.  

If a camper or staff member tests positive for COVID-19, we may adapt that cabin’s protocols to include:

No indoor interactions with other cabins during this time.
Testing as frequently as each evening for the 5 days following confirmed positive COVID-19 case
Masking in the washhouse, with exclusive shower time for their cabin
Activity considerations to minimize potential spread

We will alert the parent or guardians of any camper or staff who tests positive for COVID-19 and the family will be given
the opportunity to FaceTime with their camper while they are in quarantine and isolation. 

We will also alert the parents or guardians of the cabinmates of any camper or staff who tests positive for COVID-19 and
keep them apprised of the situation as necessary. Due to HIPAA laws, the exact identity of the COVID-19 positive patient
cannot be shared. 

You can read more about our comprehensive plans in our Updated COVID-19 playbook. 

Preparing For Camp 
We cannot wait for the campers to arrive and we know there are some nervous butterflies this time of year. Please be
sure to read our Preparing For Camp document which covers a lot of really important information for our parents. 

Technology Free 
North Star is a technology free camp. We want the kids to be outdoors, exploring new activities and making new friends
without distractions from home, a tablet or mobile device. Only mp3 players that do not have games or Wifi connectivity
are allowed. Cell phones or iPads discovered on the Chicago bus or at camp will be confiscated immediately and
sent back home at the parents’ expense. Any camper who is flying to Minneapolis may bring a cell phone with him but
it will be collected upon arrival at Minneapolis Airport and stored in valuables at camp. North Star is not responsible for
damaged, lost or stolen valuable items that are stored at camp.  

Closing Thoughts 
Amidst the pandemic, we have had two amazing summers and one fall camp experience at camp. We too would love to
not be talking about COVID anymore, but we will always do whatever we believe is in the best interest of both your
children and our North Star community. Thank you for entrusting us with your children. We cannot wait to see them soon! 

If you have any questions about the information in this email, or anything else as camp approaches, please reach out at
715-462-3254 or office@northstarcamp.com. 

Chairs Up, 

Andy, Dan, Robyn, Kacy and Glick
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